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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 2473 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: MILL PO 

SUB J : MILITARY UNHAPPINESS OVER ARMED FORCES VICE CHIEF 

REF: (A) USDAO LISBON 251913Z MAR 77 (NOTAL), (B) LISBON 2421 
(DTG 261344Z MAR 77), (C) USDAO LISBON 281250Z MAR 77 
(NOTAL), (D) USDAO LISBON 281245Z MAR 77 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: MILITARY WATERS CONTINUE ROILED OVER EANES'S 
PROMITON OF LTC LOUREIRO DOS SANTOS AS VICE CHIEF OF THE ARMED 
FORCES GENERAL STAFF. OPPOSITION CITES BREVET 
PROMOTION AND LEFTIST CONNECTION AS THE REASONS. RECENT 
SERIES OF ARTICLES BY DOS SANTOS ON ARMED FORCES REORGANIZATION 
WERE DECIDEDLY PROFESSIONAL AND NON-POLITICAL IN OUTLOOK. 

EANES IS LI KE LY TO HAVE HIS WAY BUT NOT WITHOUT SACRIFICING 
CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT IN TOP MILITARY ECHELONS. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . MILITARY STILT. UPSET OVER DOS SANTOS: MILITARY WATERS 
CONTINED ROILED OVER EANES'S APPOINTMENT OF LTC LOUREIRO 
DOS SANTOS AS VICE CHIEF OF ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF 
(REFTELS). DISPUTE HAS LEAKED TO PRESS, 

WITH PRO-GOVERNMENT PAPERS SAYING EANES MANAGED TO CALM 
IRE OF GENERALS AND CONSERVATIVE PRESS SUGGESTING THERE MAY 
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STILL BE PROTEST RESIGNATIONS. DATT AND EMBASSY SOURCES 
REPORT CONTINUING UNHAPPINESS IN MILITARY DESPITE EANES'S 
MEETING MARCH 26 WITH LEADING GENERALS TO EXPLAIN APPOINTMENT. 

2. WHY DOS SANTOS?: QUESTION IS WHY EANES, IN THE FACE 

OF WIDESPREAD OPPOSITION TO BREVET PROMOTIONS. DECIDED TO 
APPOINT A LIEUTENANT COLONEL AS DE FACTO CHIEF OF THE ARMED 
FORCES. ADDING TO SENIOR OFFICERS' ANGER IS KNOWLEDGE OF 
PREVIOUS INITIATIVE BY PRESIDENT TO PLACE DOS SANTOS IN VICE 
CHIEF SLOT-AN INITIATIVE FROM WHICH PRESIDENT DESISTED. 

3. SOME REASONS: PRESIDENTIAL AIDE MARTINS SAID MARCH 25 
ONE OF MOTIVATIONS BEHIND APPOINTMENT IS PRESIDENT'S DESIRE 
TO MAINTAIN A LINK BETWEEN THE HIERARCHY AND YOUNGER 
OFFICERS. THE REVOLT OF THE CAPTAINS IN APRIL 1974 IS 

STILL IN MIND. OTHER OBSERVERS BELIEVE THE PRESIDENT IS 
PREPARING FOR THE SENSITIVE TASK OF DISCIPLINING LEFTIST 
OFFICERS, INCLUDING PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OTELO, ACCUSED OF 
ABUSES OF POWER. EANES ALSO HAS PROBLEM OF DEALING WITH 
MELO ANTUNES, WHO SERVES AS RED FLAG FOR MILITARY 
CONSERVATIVES. THERE IS SPECULATION THAT DOS SANTOS 
APPOINTMENT WAS MADE TO OFFSET LEFTIST REACTION TO MOVES 
EANES WILL MAKE AGAINST MILITARY LEFT. 

4. DOS SANTOS ON MILITARY: DOS SANTOS WROTE IN FALL 1976 

A THOUGHTFUL SERIES OF ARTICLES ON ARMED FORCES REORGANIZATION. 
ARTICLES, PUBLISHED IN LISBON MILITARY REGION MAGAZINE "BALUARTE\ 
REVEAL A PROFESSIONAL NONPOLITICAL APPROACH. FOR 
EXAMPLE, DOS SANTOS SAID REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC) COULD 
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SERVE EITHER AS "STABILIZING ELEMENT FOR DEMOCRACY AND 
ARMED FORCES REORGANIZATION IF IT SHUTS UP AS INDIVIDUALS, OR 
DESTABILIZING ELEMENT FOR DEMOCRACY AND AGITATION IN THE 
ARMED FORCES IF RC CONCERNS ITSELF WITH SELF-PROMOTION, 

LOSES PERSPECTIVE ON PORTUGUESE SOCIETY, AND SEEKS TO 
SPECIALIZE IN NONMILITARY ACTIVITIES." DOS SANTOS 
WROTE THAT GREAT MAJORITY OF MILITARY WERE UNHAPPY 
ABOUT "DEMOGOGUERY, ANARCHY, INCOMPETENCE, AND MANIPULATION 
TO WHICH THE ARMED FORCES WERE SUBJECTED IN 1975." HE ADDED 
THAT MILITARY FELT NEED FOR "REESTABLISHMENT OF FIRM DIS- 
CIPLINE AND HIERARCHICAL AUTHORITY BASED ON COMPETENCE." 

5. BASIS FOR OPPOSITION: ARMA REPORTS, AFTER EXTENSIVE 
PROBE OF MILITARY, THAT ONE OF MAIN REASONS FOR OPPOSITION 
TO DOS SANTOS IS HIS FORMER ASSOCIATION WITH ADMIRAL 
ROSA COUTINHO, A NAVY LEFTIST. ROSA COUNTINHO WAS HEAD 
OF RC ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES WHEN DOS SANTOS SERVED 

AS RC PERMANENT SECRETARY. 
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6. REACTION OF AIR FORCE CHIEF: AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF 
LEMOS FERREIRA TOLD AIRA MARCH 28 THAT REPORTS OF MILITARY 
RESIGNATIONS WERE AN EXAGGERATION. LEMOS SAID "IN MY VIEW 
BREVET PROMOTION WAS A MISTAKE, BUT PAF WILL NOT COMPOUND 
ERROR BY MAKING IT AN ISSUE." LEMOS PLANS TO CALL HIS 
COMMANDERS TOGETHER MARCH 29 TO MAKE THE SAME POINT. 

7. COMMENT: EANES IS LIKELY TO HAVE HIS WAY, BUT NOT 
WITHOUT SACRIFICING CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT IN THE TOP MILITARY 
ECHELONS. 

CARLUCCI 
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